April 3, 2008

POLITICAL PRISONERS RAMOS
AND COMPEAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, as we talk
about the war on the first front in Iraq
and Afghanistan, we must remember
that there is another war going on on
the second front, and that is the border
war between the United States and
Mexico. All of the politicians that are
running for President this year are
talking about everything. Some things
are just not important. But one thing
they’re not talking about is the border
war in the south part of the United
States, between Mexico and the United
States.

Two years ago, two border agents by
the name of Ramos and Compean were
tried and convicted for doing their job
on the Texas/Mexico border. What hap-
pened was, that in February of 2005,
Ramos and Compean came in contact
with a drug dealer. He came into the
United States at Fabens, Texas. Most
of America’s never heard of this little
small Texas town.

He’s driving a van. He sees the border
agents and he turns around and he tries
to run back to Mexico. He abandons
the van. The border agents give chase.
An altercation occurred down in the
Rio Grande riverbed. Shots were fired.
The drug dealer disappears into Mex-
ico.

It turns out that the drug dealer had
been shot by one of the border agents,
and it turns out that the van that he
was driving had, get this, $750,000 worth
of drugs in the van.

So what does our Government do? In-
stead of trying to find the drug dealer
to prosecute him, our Government goes
to Mexico, finds the drug dealer and
promises him a back room deal, a deal
to testify against the border agents,
claim that the border agents unlaw-
fully used their firearms, even though
they said they fired in self-defense. And
they make a deal with him not to pros-
ecute him for his drug smuggling if he
testified. And he did testify against the
border agents, and 2 years ago they
were convicted.
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But unbeknownst to the jury, and
what the U.S. Attorney’s Office would
not let the jury know, is that before
the trial took place, this star witness,
backroom-deal witness, brought in an-
other load of drugs into the United
States for money. The U.S. Attorney’s
Office knew about it. They didn’t want
the jury to know about it, and they
kept it out of the trial. Now the whole
world knows the U.S. Attorney’s Office
was deceitful in that trial.

Those border agents are serving 11 to
12 years in the Federal penitentiary.
The President pardoned 157 people in
his administration. Fifteen of them
last week. Some of them were drug
dealers. But why doesn’t the President
pardon these border patrol agents for
doing their job?
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The Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals
has heard this case. I suspect they will
reverse it because the U.S. Attorney’s
Office was deceitful in the trial and
prosecution of these two border agents
because they were relentless in pros-
ecuting them.

Our government is on the wrong side
of the border war. We’re trying to hire
more border agents, and people don’t
want to join the Border Patrol. One
reason 1is because our government
doesn’t support them. When an alterca-
tion takes place, they side with the
other guys instead of siding with our
border agents.

And this is not the first time the U.S.
Attorney’s Office has been caught
cheating in a trial. A border agent by
the name of David Sipe was arrested by
our government because he was in a
fight and assault with a drug dealer
down in Texas. And he was prosecuted
for a civil rights violation, but it turns
out in his trial the U.S. Attorney’s Of-
fice hid evidence in that case as well,
but they got caught; and that case was
retried and the jury found David Sipe
not guilty because the U.S. Attorney’s
Office, once again, didn’t want the jury
to know the truth about the person
that came in contact with our border
agent.

So it’s time our government gets on
the right side of the border war. Defend
our boarder patrol agents. Secure the
border. Make sure that the war on the
second front is won, that people not be
allowed to come into the United States
illegally for any purpose, especially
drug smugglers; and our government
needs to quit taking the side of drug
dealers from foreign countries and
start siding with the American Border
Patrol because they’re doing their job
to protect the rest of us.

And that’s just the way it is.

———

WHERE ARE THE GOOD GOVERN-
ANCE AND DIPLOMACY IN IRAQ?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, next
week, the chief commander of U.S.
forces in Iraq will be up here before
Congress, General David Petraeus, and
he will be reporting on the conduct of
the war. I can remember about a year
ago, quite a large delegation from our
defense subcommittee spent some time
with General Petraeus in Iraq; and one
statement that he made at that time
remains in my mind, and I have shared
it with every audience I have gone be-
fore. He said, Victory equals one-third
military and two-thirds good govern-
ance and diplomacy. The two-thirds is
missing.

Victory equals one-third military
and two-thirds good governance and di-
plomacy and the two-thirds is missing
in Iraq. So where does that place our
soldiers? I have asked myself that
every single minute of every single day
since that discussion. The good govern-
ance and the diplomacy are nowhere.
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The President of our country says,
Well, I’'m going to listen to my com-
manders in theater.

No, no. President Bush is the Com-
mander in Chief. The military is doing
their job, but they can only do one-
third of the job. The other two-thirds
rests on the top political leadership of
this country, and they, and I would in-
clude every person in this room, and we
have not done our jobs because the po-
litical equation, the good governance
and diplomacy piece, is totally miss-
ing.

And so more soldiers die, more Iraqis
die, and what is the vision? What is the
vision for ultimate victory and exit of
our troops? There isn’t any. The Presi-
dent said mission was accomplished.
No, the mission was just begun, but
there is no end game.

Within Iraq, we have a corrupt and
incapable state. They have billions of
dollars in their budget unspent, our
money, their money from oil. They’re
not spending it, yet the American peo-
ple are going to be asked to appro-
priate another $170 billion here? Think
about it, my friends.

Within Iraq, we broke the State. In
Iraq, 2% million people thrown out of
their homes within the country and an-
other 2% million fleeing for their lives
to Syria, to Jordan. And you know
what? They will never be citizens of
those countries. They’re guests.
They’re actually refugees. We saw what
happened with the Palestinians post-
World War II. 600,000 of them still a ref-
ugee population with no homeland.
And look at the difficulty that has
caused the world.

So you say, Well, what is the mis-
sion? Are we winning the war on ter-
rorism? Is America any more secure?

Well, we are having trouble in Af-
ghanistan. The President had to beg
NATO for more forces in Afghanistan.
We’ve now got over 40,000 troops there.
The situation there is not getting any
better. And Pakistan, at the provincial
level, the worst elements are being
elected. Maybe that isn’t the right ad-
jective. But those that are most anti-
American are being elected. There’s
trouble between Afghanistan and Paki-
stan at the border in those provinces.
We don’t have a solution there.

And Turkey, our closest ally in
NATO for years. What is happening
with elections at the provincial level
there, mayors and so forth? The most
anti-American individuals are being
elected. That is true in Pakistan at the
provincial level.

So you can say all you want to say
about winning this war on terrorism,
but how do you win a war when the ma-
jority of the people turn against this
country? And you say to our military,
You fix it. You fix it.

General Petraeus’ testimony up here
next week simply isn’t enough. We
need to hear from the President of the
United States, not just passing the
buck to, Well, let the generals tell me
what to do. No. What is he going to do
to accomplish this mission and bring
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